A latex agglutination (LA) test (Slidex Rota-Kit; bioMérieux, Marcy-l'Etoile, France) was a rapid, easily used method for detecting rotavirus (RV) in pediatric fecal specimens. With 45 RV-positive and 50 RV-negative diarrhea specimens, the sensitivity of the LA test was 82%, and the specificity was 100%. Six other specimens produced indeterminate results. The frequency of positive LA tests appeared to be proportional to the concentration of virions in the stool.
Rotaviruses (RVs) are recognized as among the most common causes of acute pediatric gastroenteritis, responsible for one-third or more of diarrheal illness in hospitalized infants and young children (1, 3, 9, 10) . RV disease often occurs in epidemic prevalence during the winter. Since the feces of patients suffering from acute viral gastroenteritis often contain 107 to 109 virions per g (5) , direct electron microscopy (EM) can be used quite efficiently to detect the presence of RV (and other viruses) in unconcentrated fecal samples within minutes after sample collection (2, 10) . However, access to a laboratory that is equipped to perform EM is often limited. An enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) is generally more sensitive than EM for detection of RV in stools (2, 8, 19, 20) (6-8, 11-16, 18) .
The purpose of this investigation was to compare the Slidex Rota-Kit (bioMérieux, Marcy-l'Etoile, France) with direct EM supplemented with a confirmatory ELISA procedure for the detection of RV.
Fecal samples were collected from the first available stool from 101 pediatric inpatients and outpatients (age range, 1 to 228 months; mean, 25 months; median, 10 months), all of whom had acute diarrhea.
EM. EM was performed essentially as previously described (2, 4) . All of the EM preparations were read by the same experienced microscopist, who set a clock timer for 6 min and then scanned portions of each specimen grid for that time or until a virus had been recognized and the approximate virion count per minute of viewing had been determined.
Confirmatory ELISA. A confirmatory ELISA was performed as previously described (2) using the same reagents or reagents very similar to those originally described by Yolken et al. (19, 20) . All tests were done with RV-negative (preimmunization) and RV-positive (postimmunization) capture antibody from the same goat. Positive specimens had an endpoint optical density with the RV-positive serum of at least twice that seen with the RV-negative serum.
LA. The LA tests were done on randomly assigned, coded fecal specimens that had tested positive or negative for RV by EM and ELISA and that were then stored frozen at -60°C. Patient data and previous laboratory findings were not revealed until the study was completed. The (6, 12, 16) . However, a recent report found a sensitivity of 96%, with this test compared 
